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The Internet supports many great tools for
communicating at a distance to maintain
personal relationships and build social
networks. However, these tools rarely help us
realize which relationships are becoming
strained by lack of attention. Staying in touch
has become a chore.

Social Garden explores using virtual plants as
a metaphor for relationships, encouraging us to
cultivate our social connections as we do our
gardens. By tracking and analyzing
communications through email, instant
messaging, social networking sites, SMS and
phone, Social Garden proposes to give
feedback on the health and nature of our
relationships, and organize our social circles.
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